[Massive hemoptysis: experience of a surgical unit].
Massive hemoptysis is a clinical entity characterized by its unpredictable and potential lethal course. We studied retrospectively the observations of 25 patients hospitalized in our surgical unit. We collected all the demographic, clinical and surgical data. A male predominance with a sex-ratio of 2,1 was noted. The average age was 45 years, with extremes of 17 and 75. The dominant cause was bronchiectasis. Twenty patients were operated on. The surgery consisted of a pulmonary resection in 9 cases (45%), an atypical lung resection in 4 cases (20%), a resection of an aspergilloma in 2 cases (10%), a kystectomy of hydatic cyst in 4 cases (20%) and one arterial ligature (5%). Five patients (25%) had emergent surgery, and 15 (75%) delayed surgery. Hospital mortality was 20% in the first group and 6.66% in the second. No recurrence of bleeding was observed after an average follow-up of 7 months. Surgery remains a therapy of choice for massive hemopysis. It must as far as possible be avoided during active bleeding.